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Meeting Details 

Tuesday, April 1st, 2025

Location: 
Mercato Ristorante 
111 Market St NE, 
Olympia, WA 98501 

Google maps link 

Please note the earlier times. 

5:30pm: Social hour & buffet 

6:30pm: Presentation 

7:30pm: Brief Q&A 

$25 Professionals 

$15 Educators & Job Seekers 

$5 Students 

RSVP Online: 

nisqually-aeg.bpt.me 

Other Upcoming Events: 

May dinner meeting: 
Tuesday, May 20th, 2025 at 
Mercato Ristorante, Olympia. 
Speaker: Renee Wawczak, 2024-
2025 AEG President  
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Abstract & Biography 

Ken Neal’s career was garnered by his love of 
the outdoors and the mountains. As a Mazama, 
he climbed most of the major peaks in the 
Cascades and Olympics. After enrolling at 
Portland State University as a math major and 
serving in the military, he changed his major to 
geology and graduated with a B.S. in 1971, 
spent a summer with City Services Minerals 
Corporation in Hells Canyon, and completed his 
thesis with an M.S. in 1973. In 1974, after a 
short stint with Shannon & Wilson, he obtained 
a career-conditional appointment with the 
Willamette National Forest Santiam Engineering 
Zone and, in 1975, moved to the Olympic 
National Forest Geotechnical Section, 
ultimately headquartered at Ft Lewis, WA. At that location, he managed the 
Engineering Geology Section, then the Resource Geology Section, and later, the 
North Drill Management Area, which encompassed the six northernmost national 
forests in the region. During that time, with significant input from Doug 
Williamson and Dennis Larson, he wrote the field-developed cross-section 
manual.   

In 1991, Ken left the Forest Service and joined GeoEngineers, Inc. in Bellevue and 
Redmond, WA. During that time, he became involved in geologist licensure and, 
for the next 10 years, coordinated the Washington Section AEG licensure effort. In 
1993, Ken opened his own consulting firm, Kenneth Neal & Associates, in Olympia 
and provided engineering geology and geotechnical engineering services until 
2013. During that time, he also worked as a disaster assistance employee for 
FEMA on federally declared disasters in Idaho, Washington, Oregon, Ohio, and 
New Jersey. He “mostly retired” in 2013, although he has since done some 
project work for other firms, and served on the AEG Foundation Board from 2020 
through 2022. 

AEG Nisqually Dinner Meeting—Tuesday, April 1st, 2025 

My Career: A Long & Winding Road  

Ken Neal, LG, LEG (retired)

https://maps.app.goo.gl/7RDt4hRoADHgEvpZ8
https://nisqually-aeg.brownpapertickets.com/


 

 

The Official 
AEG Nisqually Chapter Newsletter 
 Page 2 

Message from the Chair 

Announcements: 

Our March 22nd Issaquah Alps field trip was a success! 

Thanks again to Will Gallin (WGS), and to our attendees, for making this 

outing possible. 
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Message from the Chair 

Current Job Openings 

• WA DOE: Coastal Geospatial Scientist (NRS3) 

• WA DOE: Waste Management Hydrogeologist & Senior 

Hydrogeologist/Well Coordinator (2 positions) 

• GeoEngineers: Senior Environmental Engineer/Geologist 

• HWA: Geologist—Soil Technician 

• HWA: Environmental Geologist 

 

Know of a current or upcoming job opportunity? Email us at 

aegnisqually@gmail.com and we’ll include it in our newsletter. 

 

https://www.governmentjobs.com/jobs/4873972-0/coastal-geospatial-scientist-natural-resource-scientist-3/apply
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/washington/jobs/4732015/waste-mgmt-hydrogeologist-sr-hydrogeologist-well-coordinator-hydrogeologist-3
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/washington/jobs/4732015/waste-mgmt-hydrogeologist-sr-hydrogeologist-well-coordinator-hydrogeologist-3
https://www.geoengineers.com/career-opportunities/3130636/
https://www.hwageo.com/geologist-soiltech
https://www.hwageo.com/environmental-geologist
mailto:aegnisqually@gmail.com
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National AEG webpage:  
http://aegweb.org 

The AEG Nisqually Chapter Newsletter 

AEG NISQUALLY CHAPTER NEWSLETTER is published monthly from September through April. 

Subscriptions are for members of AEG affiliated with the Nisqually Chapter or other Chapters, and 

other interested people. E-mail subscriptions are free.  

 

Mailing List sign up link: http://eepurl.com/c5gyKn 

The Association of Engineering Geologists (AEG) contributes to its members' professional success and 

the public welfare by providing leadership, advocacy, and applied research in environmental and 

engineering geology.  AEG's values are based on the belief that its members have a responsibility to 

assume stewardship over their fields of expertise.  AEG is the acknowledged international leader in 

environmental and engineering geology, and is greatly respected for its stewardship of the profession.  

Chapter Officers & Committee Chairs  

Chair: 

Stephen Newman 

Washington State Department 

of Transportation 

Newsletter:  

Kate Mickelson 

Washington Geological Survey 

 

Treasurer: 

Rebecca Garrison  

Washington State Department of 

Transportation 

Vice Chair: 

Whitney Hanson 

Washington State Department of 

Transportation 

Secretary: 

Maria Cools  

Mud Bay Geotechnical Services 

http://aegweb.org
http://eepurl.com/c5gyKn



